
Neoliberal education policies have privatized, marketized, decentralized, 
controlled and surveilled, managed according to the business and control 
principles of new public managerialism, attacked the rights and conditions 
of education workers, and resulted in a loss of democracy, critique and 
equality of access and outcome. This book, written by an impressive inter-
national array of scholars and activists, explores the mechanisms and ideolo-
gies behind neoliberal education, while evaluating and promoting resistance 
on a local, national and global level. 
 Chapters examine the activities and impacts of the arguably so-
cialist revolution in Venezuela, the Porto Alegre democratic community 
experimental model in Brazil, the activities of the Rouge Forum of democ-
ratic socialist teachers and educators in the USA, Public Service Interna-
tional, resistance movements against the GATS (General Agreement on 
Trade in Services), and trade union and social movement and commu-
nity/parental opposition to neoliberal education policies in Britain and in 
Latin America.  
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Advancing a powerful critique of neoliberalized education in many of the 
rich countries of the world (USA, Canada, Finland, Greece, Israel, Japan, 
England and Wales, and others), the chapters in this book, written by an 
international array of acclaimed and emerging radical educators and policy 
analysts, critically examine and evaluate: 

• What neoliberal changes have taken place (e.g., privatization, 
vouchers, charter schools, weakening of democratic control of 
schools, setting up markets in schools and retreating from the 
comprehensive school principle, commercialization of education, 
new public managerialism in education)?  

 
• What are the impacts of these changes on access and equal oppor-

tunities, on democracy and critical thinking, and on the rights, pay 
and conditions of teachers and ancillary/support staff? 

The Developing World and State Education 
Neoliberal Depredation and Egalitarian Alternatives 
Edited by Dave Hill and Ellen Rosskam 

Neoliberalism has had a major impact on schooling and education in the 
Developing World, with social repercussions that have affected the salaries 
of teachers, the number and type of potential students, the availability of 
education, the cost of education, and more. This edited collection argues 
that the privatization of public services and the capitalization and commodi-
fication of education have resulted in the establishment of competitive mar-
kets that are marked by selection, exclusion and inequality. 
 The contributors - academics and organization/social movement 
activists - examine aspects of neoliberal arguments focusing on low- and 
middle-income countries (including Chile, Mexico, Argentina, Venezuela, 
China, Pakistan, India, Turkey, Burkina Faso, Mozambique and South Af-
rica), and suggest where they fall short. Their arguments center around the 
assumption that education is not a commodity to be bought and sold, as 
education and the capitalist market hold opposing goals, motivations, meth-
ods, and standards of excellence. 
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In this groundbreaking critique of neoliberalism in schooling and education, 
an international cast of education policy analysts, educational activists and 
scholars deftly analyze the ideologies underlying the global, national and 
local neoliberalization of schooling and education. The thrilling scholarship 
that makes up this book exposes the machinations, agenda and impacts of 
the privatizing and 'merchandization' of education by the World Bank, the 
General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS), biased think tanks, global 
and national corporations and capital, and the full political spectrum of Neo-
liberal governments. Including such topics as the increasing polarization of 
raced and gendered social classes as a consequence of neoliberal policies, 
the role and shape of markets and education in the era of globalized Capital-
ism, the effects of the profit motive in higher education, the impact of the 
Heritage Foundation in the USA, and even a critical evaluation of education 
in Cuba--readers are sure to find startling insight and provocative arguments 
throughout the text. . 
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